ADVERTISEMENT

WHAT ABOUT
WEDDINGS?

So many different businesses across the UK have been impacted by Covid-19 in 2020. Our
heart goes out to all those workers, owners and suppliers who have been affected, and we give
you our heartfelt support. But today, we want to talk to you about our Weddings Industry
and the impact of trading restrictions on those of us who work within it.
“The weddings industry is a tiny “cottage
industry”, isn’t it?”
No, it’s huge! The Weddings Industry in
the UK generates more than £14 billions of
revenues annually.
“Really? There can’t be that many people
work in weddings?”
Over 400,000 people work in this industry.
Either in small one-person florists,
photographers, cake makers, wedding
planners etc or in greater numbers at large
wedding supplies companies and of course
at the many hotels and dedicated wedding
venues too. 400,000 ordinary hard-working
people whose livelihoods absolutely depends
on their income from revenues generated by
weddings. Most of us will know someone in
our family or our group of friends who works
in this industry.
“But weddings can still happen, can’t they?
I’m sure I saw that on the news.”
Simply, NO. Not really.
Wedding venues closed at 20th March 2020.
Since then (and except for a brief 6 weeks
period in August/September when 30 guests
were permitted), only 15-person weddings
have been possible.
A 15-person wedding is absolutely not
what most engaged couples want and plan
for (typically most weddings have between
70 and 150 guests) and does not generate
enough income for any venue or supplier
business to be profitable. For most couples,
to contemplate reducing one of the most
important days of their lives down to a
small 15-person event is unthinkable and
heartbreaking.
Our industry has been effectively closed for 9
months.
“Come on. The financial impact can’t be
that bad?”
Wedding businesses with venues, shops
and other premises are currently spending
between £2,000 and £100,000 per month
just keeping their buildings insured, secure,
safe and ready for reopening. Even businesses
without premises have substantial insurance,
admin and professional costs to cover at a
time when their incomes are literally nonexistent. We estimate that more than £8
billions of revenue in our weddings industry
have been lost so far due to the ongoing
restrictions. That’s a massive financial blow to
all of our businesses.
“What could help you?”
We are desperate to see a level playing field
with other hospitality businesses.
Many pubs, restaurants and cafés are able to
accommodate lots of customers right now. In
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some cases, large pubs and restaurants can still
have 100 or more customers on site. Wedding
venues though remain restricted to 15 people
maximum for weddings and receptions. This
is the case even where the venue is a very large
one that can normally accommodate 1,000+
guests: still just 15 people allowed.
If wedding venues could be allowed to
accommodate guest numbers in the same
way as other hospitality businesses, it would
make such an immediate difference. Many
weddings that are currently postponed, or
contemplating cancelling altogether, would
be able to go ahead with the robust

operational systems we already have in place.
By increasing our wedding guest numbers
there would also be a huge positive effect
for all the many wedding industry suppliers
involved in all parts of every wedding day.
Our industry needs changes right now. Many
viable wedding businesses have struggled with
zero or near zero incomes for 8 months and
some may not survive a further 6 months+
without urgent changes. We can’t afford to
wait for changes that might come by summer
2021.
“Why should I care?”
You don’t have to, but we really appreciate
you reading this and listening to us. We are
seeing immense pressures now arising, from
being unable to trade for such a long time,
in lots of small and large wedding businesses.
These pressures are impacting on so many in
our sector, and with real personal financial
and mental health consequences too in many
cases. If changes could happen quickly, a lot
of businesses and jobs will be saved. We are
all ready to open up and trade again in a safe
way. We just desperately need equality of
treatment with other hospitality businesses.

There are literally tens of thousands of engaged couples who have seen their
wedding dates moved once, twice or even three times already. Most are
desperately hanging on to their new wedding dates and hoping that their one
special day will be allowed to proceed this time. Swift changes to bring wedding
guest numbers into line with the rest of the hospitality sector would allow those
special days to happen again very soon. That would end all the continuing
anxiety and distress for our lovely couples and will also save so many jobs and
businesses within our industry. Thank you for reading this.
This statement is presented by David Leathem and data & support has been provided
by the #whataboutweddings campaign. David lives in Lancashire and is CEO of Halo
Wedding Venues and owner of two wedding venues in the south and the east of England
and is co-director of a wedding venue in the north-west. The statement is given on behalf
of everyone working across the whole weddings industry in the UK to draw attention
to the prolonged closure of our businesses and the consequential impacts.

For enquiries:
contact@halolancaster.com

